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,. Thisinten^ationalprelimmaryexaminationreporthasbcenpreparedbythislnlen.^ 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. ThisREPORTconsistsof atotal of 5 sheets, includingthts cover sheet. 

• . ■r.A AMNFYPq i e sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PC. 1 ). 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items; 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion mth regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) vvith regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application: 
Vl the international application as originally filed 



vj the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-6 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-S 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article \9 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 
.filed with the demand 



^, filed with the letter of 



[ I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless othcnvise indicated under this item. i 
These el^me^^^ were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is. 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
[ I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listmg: 
I I contained in the international application in vwittcn form. 
I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

□ TTie statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence listmg has 
been furnished. 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I 1 the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. - 

I I the drawings, shects/fig . 



, n Tl'- -port has been established as if (some of) the amemlmenK had not been n»de since they have been considered to go 
5. LJ beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c))* 

and 70.17). , 
**Any replacement sheet comaining such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability'; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 

Claims 



2-7 



YES 
NO 



2-7 YES 
1 NO 



1-7 YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1, Prior art 



This report makes reference to the following 
document cited in the search report; the same 
numbering will be used throughout the procedure: 

Dl: CH 684 576 A (TRADEPOINT HANDELSGESELLSCHAFT) 
31 October 1994 (1994-10-31) 



2 . Claim 1 



Note that the following argument is based on 
superfine flour production as described in D2 (see 
column 2, lines 52-53), not on wholemeal flour 
production. 

Taking into account this qualification, Dl (in its 
own words) describes a process for cleaning cereals 
(«the grain is introduced into a cleaning machine"), 
in particular wheat. The wheat is first cleaned 
(column 2, lines 49-52) and moistened (column 2, 
lines 52-55). allowed to stand (column 2, lines 59- 
63) , then superficially processed after superficial 
moilten ing (column 3, lines 8-13: "this machine (10) 
FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1 994) 
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acts by adding water ") , wherein the superficial 
processing consists in hulling (column 3, lines 15- 



17) 



Since Dl describes all the features of the claim, 
the subject matter of claim 1 is not novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



3 . Claim 7 



The subject matter of claim 7 differs from that of 
Dl in that the device as per claim 7 has a 
moistening assembly followed by a hulling machine. 

This distinguishing feature enables the required 
moisture content (hull conditioning) to be 
accurately adjusted. 

None of the available prior art documents discloses 
such a solution. The subject matter of claim 7 can 
therefore be described as novel and as involving an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(1) to (3)). 

Industrial applicability 

industrial applicability is evident (PCT Article 
33 (1) and (4) ) . 
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